Role of Respiratory Syncytial Virus and
Background. Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infection is a major cause of serious lower respiratory disease in infancy and early childhood and Mycoplasma pneumoniae (M. pneumoniae) is a common cause of respiratory tract infections in all age groups. This study was conducted to determine the role of RSV and M. pneumoniae and in pediatric lower respiratory tract infections employing serological tests, polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and reverse transcriptase PCR analysis.
Methods. In this prospective study, 75 children aged 1 month to 5 years with acute lower respiratory tract infections (LRTIs) were investigated. Paired serum samples were obtained on admission and after 4-6 weeks to assay for M. pneumonia antibodies. Nasopharyngeal aspirates were obtained for the detection of RSV antigen by using the immunochromatographic test, reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) for RSV and M. pneumoniae by PCR.
Results. RSV infection was positive in 20(60.60%) children aged <1 year and 13 (39.40%) aged 2-5 years, the difference being statistically insignificant (P = 0.360). M. pneumoniae infection was documented in a 15(57.6%) children aged <1 year age and 11(42.4%) in age 2-5 years which was statistically significant(P = 0.026). Clinical and radiological features among RSV and M. pnemoniae positive and negative cases were comparable. Thirty (40%) children were positive for RSV antigen and by RT-PCR and 3(12%) only by RT-PCR. Serological evidence of M pneumoniae infection was documented in 24(32%) children. M. pnemoniae PCR was positive in 8 (10.66%) patients. Together, serology and PCR detected M. pneumoniae in 26(34.66%) children. Considering RT-PCR as a diagnostic standard, the sensitivity of RSV antigen by immunochromatography was 90.90%, specificity 100%, positive predictive value 100% and a negative predictive value of 93.3%.The sensitivity of M. pneumoniae serology was 75%, specificity 73.3%, positive predictive value 25% and a negative predictive value of 96% considering PCR as a diagnostic standard,.
Conclusion. Our data underline the role of RSV and M. pneumoniae as the major cause of community-acquired lower respiratory tract infections in children aged <5 years.
Disclosures. All authors: No reported disclosures. Methods. This was a retrospective-observational study of all laboratory confirmed cases of MERS-CoV infection conducted at the main seven hospitals in the State of Qatar from January, 2012 to April 2018. We used the Fast Track diagnostics realtime reverse-transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR), targeting the upE and ORF1a genes respectively. Demographics, clinical information, potential contacts and probable risk factors were collected and analyzed by standard statistical methods.
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus Infection Profile in
Results. The mean annual incidence was 1.7 per 100,0000 person-years. Among the 24 confirmed cases of of MERS-CoV, males constituted the vast majority of cases (23 males) with a median age of 52 years (range 22-74). Fifty percent of the cases were Qatari and 42% reside in the same region. 67% of the cases had contact with camels, and 21% had contact with MERS-CoV-infected patient. Thirty-eight had travel history within 2 weeks of symptoms onset to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Fifty percent were smokers and 42% had comorbidities.
The median symptoms duration was 4.5 days. Most of the patient presented with flu-like symptoms, were fever was the most common presentation, followed by cough, SOB, diarrhea, abdominal pain and headache, 96%, 83%, 33%, 8%, 8% and 4%, respectively. All patients were admitted to a tertiary hospital with a median hospital stay 41 days (8-97). Forty-five percent patients developed severe sepsis with multi-organ failure and needed ICU admission. Fifty percent patients developed acute kidney injury, 29% patients were on hemodialysis and 16% needed extra-corporeal membrane oxygenation. Thirty-three percent patients died. The rest of patients had recovered from the infection and discharged home. Among those who died all had one or more comorbidities. 
Conclusion. MERS-CoV infection is

